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Meeting on the Turku Process 
Brussels 14 December 2011 

 

Dirk Ahner, Director-General for Regional Policy and chair of the meeting welcomed 
participants and expressed his satisfaction in having all the key actors for the Turku Process 
present.  

Kadri Uustal, DG Regional Policy, presented progress on the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea 
Region. A review of the Strategy is underway and the Polish Presidency is very involved in 
the process. A set of indicators and targets will be announced by the summer of 2012 and 
clearer and more easily communicable objectives for the Strategy have been devised. As for 
financing, it is clear that among the 100 financial instruments available, only 10 to 15 are 
being currently used. A Commission paper presenting all the recent developments outlined 
above and underlining the input of the strategy to Cohesion Policy in the new programming 
period will be published in 2012. Furthermore, the review of the Action Plan is to be 
completed by the autumn of 2012. 

Anders Lindholm, DG Regional Policy, presented the current status of relations with 
Russia. Intensive discussions with the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs took place this 
autumn to deepen cooperation. At the meeting of the Northern Dimension Steering Group in 
Brussels in September, the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region was an important point on 
the agenda. Following that meeting, an updated list of projects was received from the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs putting forward 7 new projects in addition to the 11 existing ones. 
Moreover, the willingness for identifying concrete projects for cooperation indeed exists and 
the partners should make progress on specific issues and then proceed to widening 
cooperation. A moderate sum of money is foreseen for 2012 for funding actions like 
meetings, seminars or studies. 

Mikko Lohikoski, Director of External Affairs, City of Turku and coordinator of the 
Turku Process stated that contact has been initiated with the Baltic Sea Intergroup in the 
European Parliament and a meeting is foreseen for the spring of 2012. By the third Round 
Table hosted by Hamburg in the spring of 2012, a list of concrete projects and actions will 
have been agreed by the partners. Also, at the Steering Group meeting of the Turku Process in 
Turku in November this year, four main areas of cooperation have been identified:  

• Environment – water cycle; 
• Environment – agricultural impacts; 
• Innovative enterprise - particular focus on links between universities and enterprises 

represented by Chambers of commerce and industry; 
• Labour market – particular emphasis on inclusion and integration of migrant 

communities. 

A working group consisting of at least one representative from each of the partners will be 
appointed for each of them.  

Regarding financing, obtaining funding for the process itself, so that some of the costs of 
participants are covered, would represent a step forward. That will, of course, not mean that 
the partner cities will not continue to contribute financially, but it would send an important 
political message regarding the importance of this initiative.  
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Igor Lonskij, Deputy Chairman, Committee for External Affairs, City of St. Petersburg 
underlined the importance of being informed on the availability of financial instruments, as 
only a very limited number of the available instruments are indeed put to use. 

Katariina Röbbelen-Voigt, Project Manager of the Baltic Sea Labour Network, 
Hamburg presented the progress of labour market – related cooperation. After three years 
work of the Baltic Sea Network, the first phase of cooperation is now finishing and those 
involved have been able to establish the continuation under the name of Baltic Sea Labour 
Forum. Thus, as a result of excellent tri-partite cooperation, the partnership will widen to 
involve Russia as well.  

Uwe Sassenberg, Science Link project, Hamburg underlined that, from the point of view of 
scientific cooperation, the problem of spreading knowledge from universities and research 
centres into the regions where they are located has to be overcome. There are a number of 
important examples of cooperation between cities in the region in this particular area. 
Structural Funds are starting to be used in science projects, but some problems were 
encountered, as there are around 40 operational programmes across the states in the Baltic Sea 
Region.  

Colin Wolfe, DG Regional Policy, identified several possible sources of financing for this 
initiative, highlighting the Baltic Sea Intergroup in the European Parliament. Indeed, the more 
obvious sources of financing have already been used for implementing projects, but he 
proposed engaging in discussions with these in 2012 in order to identify any other available 
money. In principle the Commission should be able to offer support in the new programming 
period as well.  

In response to Mr. Wolfe's intervention, Mr. Lohikoski asserted that the partners involved in 
this cooperation initiative have so far proven commitment and seriousness. Therefore, the 
hope is that by demonstrating goodwill and putting forward concrete actions, the partners will 
be able to obtain financing.  

Summing up this part of the meeting, Mr. Ahner concluded that the financing issue is 
soluble. As new programming documents are being drawn up at the moment projects 
sponsored by the Turku process should be eligible for funding if they are in line with EU 
objectives. Other sources such as unused funds from the current period and support from IFIs 
should also be available. Mr. Ahner also reminded the meeting that the success of the EU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region will be judged on its success in tackling the important 
environmental problems in the area and particularly the quality of the Baltic Sea. 
Consequently, if clear impact cannot be identified in the years to come, the Strategy will lose 
its credibility. 

Mr Normunds Popens, Deputy Director-General then took the chair. 

David Sweet, DG Regional Policy, suggested that the Turku Process could respond to needs 
such as those presented by the Baltic Manure project at St Petersburg by finding regions 
inside and outside the EU facing similar challenges and encouraging them to work together 
for a solution. 

Marjukka Porvari, Director of the John Nurminen Foundation in Helsinki explained that 
the John Nurminen Foundation as a private actor with very well defined goals and available 
financing can complement more institutionalised cooperation. With experience of fruitful 
cooperation with Russian partners it would be willing and able to support this kind of 
partnership between regions. 
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Sofia Rekord, Vice-Rector of the State University of Economics and Finance in 
St. Petersburg presented the relevant activities the university engages in and proposed 
deepened cooperation especially concerning energy and resource-based projects in the region. 

Anatoly Kinebas, the Deputy Director-General of Vodokanal, St. Petersburg presented 
the achievements of the company he is representing in the area of water supply and treatment. 
He also offered to join forces with the Commission and the other partners to share its 
expertise in high quality waste-water treatment.  

Sergey Tsybukov, Vice Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce and industry, 
St. Petersburg proposed to create a pilot network of Russian and European universities that 
would connect the existing research and innovation platforms in Europe and Russia. 

In conclusion the participants agreed to continue efforts to create and implement concrete 
projects supporting the objectives of the Strategy, with the goal of reporting on specific 
actions at the next Round Table to be hosted by Hamburg in April 2012. In the meantime, the 
Commission would circulate information on the projects proposed by the Russian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and work would start on the specific priorities identified by the Steering 
Group. 
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